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THE ANNUAL REPORT 


- OF THE 


Receipts and Expenditures 


OF THE 


TOWN OF SO, HAMPION, 


'From March 2d, 18355, to March 6th, 1856. 
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Receipts. 

March 13, cash in Treasury, | 66 18 
Literary fund, ol 23 25 
“< -  sfor isteves . nei 1 55 
Ac of George Turner for note, 300 08 
ne ae Page, Collector for 1855, 1206 ‘00 
‘' Samuel P. Eaton, Collector for 1852, 7 04 
" Jacob. Eaton, - Wing ‘Ss 1854, 20 00 
FS for Grass, at the Pool Beach and Bury’ ing 

Ground, 1:50 
‘© of County. in. case of John. Armstiong, 106° 00 
*« for Foreign Paupers, 10:00 
" Railroad tax, 8:14 
“« __ for old bridge plank, 2 30 
i for liquor sold by Agent, 40 83 


of Thomas J, Goodwin, by note, 100 00 
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$1892 99 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 
STATE LIBRARY 


Expenditures. . 

Paid Insane Asylum for John Armstrong, 140 00 
State tax, 170 80 
‘* County tax, 283 89 
fF aeor obtaining printed Reports, 10 00 
‘« J. W. Eaton for ballot box & repairing Hearse, 1 15 
“« J. Getchell for stove, | 14 55 
‘“‘ for building bridge at the Peak, 52 OO 
‘* Stephen J. “Eaton for building bridge, 125 00 
‘* ‘Teachers’ Institute, 12 81 
‘© for labor on road laid out by H. B. Chase and 
others, 11 25 
‘* on highways for breaking paths, Dis. No. 2, 25: 15 
r do. do. No. 3, 42 35 
‘| do. do. No. 6, 24 91 
rf do. do. No. 4, 9 10 
rt do: do. No. 5, 18 84 
paid out for bridge timber and plank, 32 97 
ie do. for bridge stone, 9 50 
“+ Sally A. Barnard, interest on note, 3 90 
‘* George Turner, interest on note, 5 83 
‘* Non-resident highway orders, 13 25 
‘© Horace Grant, abatement on tax, 93 
“ Henry Wing, do. do. 93 
Joseph Battis, do. do: t 35 
“Tristram Hobson do. do. 1 00 

‘Philips White for spirituous liquors and ex- 
penses on the same, 173 21 

«FE. B. Smith for gate at burying ground and re- 
pairing Town. House, 4 50 

‘ Thomas J. Heath for enrolling soldiers, mak- 
ing return and recording the same, 4 00 
‘‘ Gilman Marston for advice, 2 00 
‘¢ Expenses paid in case of foreign paupers, | 10 00 
‘* Highway surveyors and inventory book, ° 1 50 
‘« J, G. Gale, returning births, 15 


$1206 &2 


For the support of Schools. 


Paid District No. 1, 204 57 
Ay go, 4.80, 2, 117 58 
Y do. No.8, 75 54 


do. No. 4, 52 55 


Town Officers. 


Jacob Eaton, services as Selectman & Treas’, 

for house room and stationery, 

for settling the case of J. Armstrong at Asylum 
and with the County & for foreign paupers, 


' going to Exeter for advice on foreign paupers, 


services and expense to Durham in case of W. 
W. Jackson, Jr. 

for time in examining and overseeing the build- 
ing of the bridge near Alfred Jewell’s, 

Samuel J. Woodman as Selectman, 

time in examining the bridge, 

John Page, services as Selectman, 

time examining bridge, 

John Page, Collector, 

Tax bills, - 

Collector’s book, 

James M. Jewell, Town Clerk’s services return- 
ing County votes and postage on letters, . 

Phillips White as spirituous liquor agent, 

Jonathan Beede, services as Superintending 
School Committee, 

I. F. Purrington, services as Sexton, 

Care of Town House, 


450 24 


14 00 
10 00 


7 00 
2 00 


5 00. 


2 00 
12 00 
75 
12 00 
2 00 
12 56 
2 00 
1 00 


13 18 
21 68 


12 00 
11 00 
5 00 


$145 17 
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The whole amount of Taxes made and committed to 
the Collector for the year 1855, as by warrant 


may appear, 1256 69 
The whole amount of cash received from all sources is 1892 99 
The whole amount paid out, ~ 1802 23 
Cash on hand, | . 90 %6 


Amount due from the several Collectors. 


From Merrill Flanders for 1847 & 1848, 5 66 
‘ Thomas Flanders for 1849, 2 19 
hoe dps 1850, 7 39 
RO NGO: do. 1853, 31 46 
« John Page, 1851, 2 24 
‘“‘ Samuel P. Eaton, 1852, 3 14 
“« Jacob Eaton, 1854, 30 00 
*<* John Page, in BOOS) | 5M 69 

The amount of liquor.on hand, cost, 139 80 

Due from the County in case of John Armstrong, 34 00 

The town owes Sally A. Barnard, 65 00 

Sy ye AreOrge” Larner, | 300 00 
“  & Thomas. J..Goodwin, 100 00 
Leaving a balance against the.town, 67 59 
JACOB EATON, Selectmen 
SAMUEL J. woopmasy, of 
JOHN PAGE, South Hampton. 


The undersigned have examined the Selectmen’s Report 
and find it correctly cast. and'properly vouched. 
PARKER MERRILL, 
GILMAN B. CURRIER, } Auditors, 
THOMAS SAWYER, | 


SCHOOL REPORT. 
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In making the report upon the condition of our Schools the present 
year, your Committee has the satisfaction to believe that as a whole, 
they were never more prosperous. 

The Prudential Committee in the several districts were very for- 
tunate in their selection of teachers; and the teachers appeared to 
aig the duties of their responsible charge, with fidelity and skill. 

ith the exception of the minister of the gospel, there is not a higher 
or more responsible calling, or one that more needs the sympathy and 
encouragement of all classes of the community than the teachers. To 
them is committed the arduous task of directing the efforts of the 
youthful mind in the pursuit of knowledge; and to impress on their. 
minds the importance of forming correct habits, and to inculeate prin- 
ciples of piety and justice, and a proper deportment in their social in- 
tercourse ; or in other words, to mould the character of the future 
man or woman. The success of their labors in this noble work 
must, always, in a great measure depend upon the co-operation of 
parents, and the community generally. 

I would again call your attention to the great disparity of school 
privileges in the several districts of this town. District No. 1, has 
$204.57. No. 2, has $117.00. No. 3, has $75.00, and No. 4, has 
$51.87. 

This year there will be 41 1-2 weeks schooling in district No. 1, 28 
weeks in No. 2, 22 1-2 in No. 3, and17.1-2 in No. 4. But had the 
saine wages been paid in District’ No. 3, and No: 4, ‘that were ‘paid in 
District No. 1, and 2; the schools in those districts would have been 
several: weeks shorter. | 

The Barnard school being situated in the centre of district No. 1, 
where'a school is kept about six months in‘a year, at'an expense of 
about $250.00 dollars per annum, that district has virtually the benefit 
of Over 450 dollars school money annually ; while district No. 3, from 
its ‘remote situation can derive but little benefit fromthe Barnard | 
School. 

It appears to your committee that the bare knowledge of these facts 
must convince every ,imtelligent man of the propriety of some more 
equitable division of our school money. 

The laws of our State with regard to the division of money ‘raised 
for the support of Common Schools is:as follows, viz : 

Scnoot Laws, Chap. 4, Sec. 4. The ‘selectmen ‘shall ‘assign to 
each district a proportion of the money thus assessed, according ‘to the 
valuation of the district for the year, or in such other manner, as the 
town at its annual meeting shall direct. Consequently any other di- 
vision more just and equal if adopted by the town at its annual meet- 
ing would be just as.legal as'that by valuation. : 

istrict No. 1. The school in District No. 1, commenced April 
16th, and continued 20 weeks,’ with a vacation of two weeks in the 
summer. The Winter term of the school commenced November 5th, 
and is to continue 21 weeks and three days. 
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This school has been, and still is under the charge of Sopnra 
MovuttTon, an able and experienced teacher. And as far as your 
committee could observe, there was no part of the duties of the teach- 
er neglected in her school. Her method of teaching was systematic, 
and thorough. - And the scholars under her charge, at the several ex- 
aminations,, performed their exercises with an understanding, and 
promptness, that did credit to themselves and teacher; and she evi- 
dently spared no: pains to instill into the minds of her pupils correct 
principles of piety and virtue; and to form them te habits of order 
and neatness, and of propriety in social intercourse. 

There was no feature in the character of this school, that gave your 
committee more pleasure than the apparent good feeling and polite- 
ness, existing between the teacher and her pupils. On their part 
there was a cheerful acquiescence. to her wishes, and attention to her 
instructions. And the uniform kindness of the teacher blended with 
a flignity of manner, cannot. fail to have a happy effect, in moulding 
the character of those under her charge. . During the several examin- 
ations, your committee does not recollect. of having observed a single 
instance of whispering, or mischievous fun, so annoying in many 
schools. 

The studies pursued in this school are Reading, Spelling, Writing, 
Geography, Grammar, Algebra, Composition, and Philosophy. The 
proficiency of the scholars in the various studies pursued, is probably 
equal to that of any district school in the county, of their ages. It is 
to be regretted that this district cannot have a schoolhouse, and lo- 
cation for it, worthy of the school. 


Districr No. 2.. The school in this district was taught by O1ivn 
W. Eaton, commencing April 16th, and:continued 28 weeks, ending 
November, 24th. She is a good scholar, and the school under her 
charge has made more than usual progress the past season for this 
school. | 

Patient perseverance is a prominent feature in her character as a 
teacher. Her exertions and example could not fail to have a happy 
effect upon her school, in forming habits.of industry and order. ‘This 
was visible not only in’ the improved appearance of the school from 
time to time, but also in the greatly increased regularity of attend- 
ance, over past years. The whole number of scholars was 22, and the 
average 19 1-2.. The loss by non-attendance being 385 days, against 
1256 last year. It is the ardent wish of your committee that this im- 
provement might go on, till not a scholar in the district should be ab- 
sent, but from absolute necessity. And this would be the case did 
parents realize its importance, and the advantage it would be to their 
children, not only in the more rapid progress they would make in 
their studies, but also in forming habits of promptness and regularity 
through life. Some of the best scholars in this school attended the 
Barnard school during the fall term which makes the closing examina- 
tion, less interesting than it otherwise would be. 

‘The. studies pursued in this school are Reading, Spelling, Writing, 
Arithmetic, Geogtaphy. Grammar, Composition, History and Algebra. 

Districr No. 3... The Summer term of this school was taught by 
Mary A. Frencu, commencing May 7th, and continued 11 weeks 


* 


-s 
4 


and three days, ending July 3ist. She is a faithful and well qualified 
teacher, and those scholars who were constant in their attendance 
made good progress in their studies. An unusual irregularity of at- 
tendance was a great disadvantage, and rendered the efforts of the 
teacher, in some measure unavailing. The whole number of scholars 
was 14, and the average 11 1-4. 


The Winter term in District No. 8, commenced Nov. 12th, 1855, 
- and continued 11 weeks, ending January 29th, 1856; and was taught 
by Maritita M. Towntz,!a young lady of superior attainments for 
one of herage and experience. Energy of purpose, and a tact for 
teaching, and an anxious concern to perform her whole duty to those 
under her charge, are prominent traits in her character as a teacher. 
The school under her charge made very good improvement. She 
made it a point not to let any question pass without being satisfied 
that it was fully understood by her pupils. And here I would quote 
from her remarks with which she closed her register, fully endorsing 
for the sentiments expressed. 


“ T have striven to maintain good order, (without which no school 
can be benefited,) not by teaching the scholar to: fear me, and to 
dread a cruel punishment, if he did wrong, but by showing him there 
was a right and a wrong, that they were to obey because it was right. 
and to shun wrong doing because it was wrong. For if a child is not 
taught this, what will be his respect for any law higher than his teacher. 
Will he not violate them if he thinks he shall escape the penalty. I 
shared with them in their disappointments, and rejoiced with them in 
their triumphs. ‘Thus I gained their love and esteem. 

I felt, that to my charge the parents entrusted their children for the 
purpose of improvement; and knowing that the educating of a child 
did not consist in filling his mind with facts, which he neither knew 
the meaning or the manner of using, 1 endeavored to explain to 
them the way to do'a thing, with the reasons for it, and the method of 
practising/it ; and am happy to say, those that applied themselves to 
their tasks, have made good improvement. I also strove to: implant 
in the rich soil of their young minds the seeds of love, virtue, and 
goodness. But not expecting here to reap the full reward of my la- 
bors, I cheerfully submit. MARILLA M. TOWLE.” 


There are some children who have a retentive memory, and quick-, 
ly learn by rote many facts, but at the same time have not a mind 
remarkable for comprehension. Principles they do not understand. 
To a superficial observer, such children often appear very forward, 
wh en in reality they know but little; and often give the teacher no 
small trouble by their conceited pertness. And sometimes the fond 
parent is betrayed into the same folly and encourage their darling,in 
its conceit and selfecomplacency ; and when this is the case they sel~ 
dom find a teacher capable of instructing their wonderful child, or 
that knows how to appreciate its transcendent talents. The conse~ 
quence of this mistake is fatal to, the further progress of the child. 

The studies pursued in this school are Reading, Writing, Spelling, 
Geography, Arithmetic, Grammar, Physiology, History, Algebra and 
Book-keeping. 
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There are some superiot scholars in this school, of their ages and - 


privileges. All the parents of scholars in this district, attended the 
.closing examination of this school, éxcept one family. | 

The school in District No. 4, was taught by S. JANNETT CARTER. 
‘Commencing July 23d, and continued 17 1-2 weeks. ‘This was her 
‘first effort at teaching, and for one so young and inexperienced, did 
remarkably well. The whole number of scholars was 13, but several 
of these were non-residents: ‘The averdge was 6 1-2. 

The teacher says in her Report, “that the rie, difficulty met 
with in this school, was irregular attendance. a scholar was a little 
tired, or a little offended with the teacher, he might be képt at home 
‘a halfday, or more. Nothing can be more injurious in its tenden- 
cies than this habit of irregular attendance. In the first place, the 
scholar makes little or no progress in his studies ; and again he is con- 
‘tracting habits of oN a of duty, that wil) follow him through life,” 
‘The only remedy for this evil is for patents to send their children io 
school constantly, when they can, and insist upon their obedience, 
and co-operate with the teacher, in her exertions to elévate the 
‘school. 

A few of the small scholars that attended regularly, made good 
Beene in. their studies. 

ith the exception of District No. 4; and the Summer Term of 

he No. 3, the average attendance has been much larger than 
‘usual. 

The following is a list of the nantes of scholars who were not absent, 
‘during a whole term. Those wlio have a * prefixed'to their names 
were not absent during the year or up to the time of “making this 


report: i 

| DISTRICT’ No.1. | 
* Mary J. Follansbee, * Mary S. Jewell, * Joseph Follansbee, 
* James W..Purington, * George Forsaith, ' Frank Flanders, 
Addie Jewel, . Anna Hill; Lizie Woodman. 
Emma J. Collins, Elizabeth Forsaith, . © Mary A. Eaton. 


Sarah A. Follansbee, | Warren Woodman, Charles J. Fuller. 
DISTRICT No. 2. 


Nancy E. Tenney, * Nancy Currier, Julia Hills, 
* Adah E: Goodwin, °* Mary A. Gile, * John Currier, 
Willie Currier; » Albert Blaisdell. 

. DISTRICT No.3. Te 
* Elma A. Brown, ' . Mary E. Beede, Caroline E. Beede; 
Lucy J. Brown, James H, Beede; Horace M. Brown, 
Oscar W. Brown, Otis W: Towle, -- Oliver F. Towle, 


Charles H. Towle: 

The above list is not a test of merit with regard to attendance, as 
there are several others, especially in District No. 1, who are among 
the best scholars in the school, but living at. a considerable distanee 
from school, could not always attend, from the extremity of the 
weather, and impassable condition of the roads in winter; yet have 
made greater exertions to attend, than some of those whose names are, 
inserted above. JONATHAN BEEDE, 

es Sup. School Committee. 
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